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Comments from consultees 

 Consultee Summary of consultees’ comments  Project Managers response 

1 Resident- 
Objection 

i am writing with reference to Item 168 (the proposal to make Farmcombe Road in the Royal Borough of 
Tunbridge Wells into a 20mph zone). I formally object to this proposal as a resident of the road and I do so 
for a number of reasons. 
 
The first is that I feel that such a proposal is unnecessary and there is no justification for such a move. While 
it is correct that there is a primary school in the vicinity of Farmcombe Road, I have lived here for 25 years 
and there have never been any road traffic accidents or any incidents related to speed on the road. The 
reason for this is that Farmcombe Road already has natural curves in the road layout which force drivers to 
slow down. In addition, there are also several mini-roundabouts, existing speed bumps/cushions and 
(regrettably) potholes which require motorists to slow down. As such, putting a 20mph zone in is not needed. 
 

Secondly I would argue that this would be a waste of council taxpayers' money as such a change would 

require additional signs and road markings to be erected. Given the recent local elections in Tunbridge Welts 

being indicative of local residents being against expenditure of taxpayers' money on unnecessary changes to 

public infrastructure, such a move as this would not be supported by local residents as a while. 

 

Given that the installation of any individual speed cushions would cost EIO,OOO minimum and no doubt 

multiple will be required due to the length of the road, when this figure becomes known there will be more 

objections. 

 

In relation to the notion that this move would "improve and preserve the amenities of the road". I find this 

justification very vague and unclear as to the intention. Such a lack of detail for said reason cannot be used 

as justification for such a proposal. 

 
I hope this letter affirms the objections to this proposal and that you find in your wisdom to reject the 
imposition of a 20mph zone. 

No safety or operational issues noted that would 
conflict with 20mph proposal. 
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 Consultee Summary of consultees’ comments  Project Managers response 

2 Resident- 
Objection 

Please accept this message as our response to the public consultation into a 20mph zone and speed 
cushions for the Banner Farm Estate. 
 
Having considered the impact of the proposed change, in particular the installation of speed cushions in 
Farmcombe Road, we would like to object to any speed bumps being introduced in our neighbourhood. The 
measure is too draconian and intrusive and no proper justification has been provided other than an informal 
request by a local group of residents. 
 
We appreciate such schemes sound like a good idea to many people but we do not consider this way of traffic 
calming appropriate for the neighbourhood and consider it intrusive, noisy (constant thudding), costly 
(increased petrol use multiplied over thousands of cars and thousands of journeys per annum), polluting 
(decelerating and accelerating is more polluting than maintaining fixed speed) and damaging to our cars' 
suspensions, brakes and tyres. Installation and maintenance of the cushions will also generate additional 
costs to the local authority which will have to be borne by the residents through increased council tax (which 
has recently gone up by about 150 for our household). 
Some people have quoted "children's safety" as the reason for introducing the cushions. As parents to 5 
children we do not see excessive speed in Farmcombe Road a problem, most drivers stay well below the 
legal speed limit and drive considerably. It is the parking bays on our side of the road (number [Redacted]) 
with cars obstructing the view, rude parents abusing the parking system, people reversing into children waiting 
to cross the road (this has happened to our family) and drivers overtaking other cars which are giving way to 
children trying to cross the road ([Redacted] has observed this a number of times during the school run) which 
create risks. None of these issues will be resolved by introducing speed cushions, if anything, some will be 
exacerbated with drivers taking additional risky manoeuvres to avoid the obstacles. A couple of zebra 
crossings with street lighting near Banner Farm Road would do a lot more for children's safety than multiple 
speed cushions. Also the number of cushions (seven!) does not point to children safety being an issue here, I 
would guess it is more about residents' anxiety that the new Hawkenbury development will result in increased 
traffic along Farmcombe Road, however if this is the reason then installing the cushions will disproportionately 
impact the local residents and perhaps an honest dialogue with the Banner Farm residents (those for and 
against the cushions) would be more beneficial and a better way forward could be found? 
Using our family as an example, speed bumps will necessitate slowing down to about 10 mph and knowing 
that we drive along Farmcombe Road twice a day on average, if this adds 30 seconds to every journey (4 
seconds per cushion), than the measure will amount to over 12 hrs of wasted time per family member per 
annum. And what about emergency vehicles being slowed down too? A 30 sec delay to an ambulance 
journey can be a matter of life or death. 
I understand the matter was discussed in a local residents' meeting (which we could not attend unfortunately 
due to conflicting family commitments), however as far as I understand the arguments I have listed here were 
not put forward in the meeting and so I do not believe an unbiased and objective discussion with all residents 
has yet taken place on the matter. 
 
We would therefore like to ask that the matter be put on hold, the concerns considered and an unbiased 
discussion held to allow all parties to make a reasoned argument before final decisions are made. 

No safety or operational issues noted that would 
conflict with 20mph proposal. 
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 Consultee Summary of consultees’ comments  Project Managers response 

3 Resident- 
Objection 

As a resident of Sussex Close, I’m struggling to understand what the problem is that KCC is trying to solve by 

reducing the speed limit across the entire Banner Farm estate. 

The 2 reasons given on the Order to justify the project seem vague and unsubstantiated by any facts or 

evidence? It is unclear what vehicle speed data has been measured, what the accident statistics are i.e how 

many KSIs, or whether in fact there is any business case to underpin this proposal at all? 

How do you propose to measure how the amenities in the area will be preserved or maintained, by the 

introduction of a lower speed limit? Surely the introduction of extra signage and street clutter associated with a 

changed Traffic Regulation Order does little to maintain, or preserve the amenities in the area? 

How will you measure the benefits of reducing danger? Without any obvious evidence (vehicle speed and KSI 

data), it is unclear how if there is any real danger when compared to any other local residential areas? 

In Sussex Close, it is difficult to drive over 10mph. In Delves Avenue and Cavendish Drive, due to the road 

alignment and regular parked cars, again it is already difficult to drive over 20 mph. Maybe your speed 

surveys can substantiate this? Therefore, again I have to question what is the problem you are trying to fix? 

Vehicle speeds are low now, they will remain low after any change in speed limit, so what’s the point? 

My perception of vehicle speeds on Farmcombe Road are higher than the other streets contained within the 

Order. Maybe, there is a clearer case to introduce traffic calming and reduced speed limit on Farmcombe 

Road? 

I’m not sure what assessment KCC have done to measure the success of the introduction of the Claremont 

Road 20 MPH speed limit. With road alignment and traffic calming, it was already difficult to drive more than 

20 mph. It would be great if you could share with me, the before and after speed data for the Claremont Road 

project, so I can see the measured benefits for myself. 

Coming back to the Amendment No 23 Order 2019, without any obvious evidence, or business case to 

support the scheme, this feels doesn’t feel like the best of use of public money. In addition, it seems illogical to 

separate the consideration of the proposed changes to the speed limit, from the now ‘shelved’ proposals for 

parking restrictions across the Banner Farm estate. Whilst regular commuter parking can be considered by 

some to be a nuisance, it does have a traffic calming effect i.e traffic needs to slow down to drive past the 

parked vehicles. No doubt your speed surveys substantiate that? 

Speed, safety and parking need to be considered as one. It would seem perverse to introduce a reduced 

speed limit, for vehicle speeds to subsequently increase as a result of the traffic calming effect of on street 

No safety or operational issues noted that would 
conflict with 20mph proposal. 

Vehicle speed data was collected prior to the 
scheme progressing. In accordance with the 
20mph policy at the time, if average speeds of 
vehicles are between 24 and 28mph, physical 
traffic calming is required to install a 20mph 
zone. 
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 Consultee Summary of consultees’ comments  Project Managers response 
parking being removed by any subsequent future parking restrictions across the estate? 

On this basis, I therefore object to the proposal as it currently stands. 

I would like to be able to support a scheme that gives real benefits to the local community, either in terms of 
amenity or road safety. If you can provide me with the technical evidence (speed date / KSIs) to support the 
scheme (or a different scheme), or a business case that demonstrably proves clear benefits, then I would be 
happy to support the scheme and withdraw my objection. 

4 Resident- 
Objection 

It is not clear to me that any reduction in the speed limit is justified. I have lived in the road for 17 years and I 

have never thought that traffic speeds were excessive. The bends in the road, the mini roundabouts and the 

number of parked cars already keep speeds well below the 30 mph limit.  

But in all events I see no justification for installing speed cushions immediately. Would not an evidence-based 
approach require the monitoring of speeds once a lower limit was imposed before deciding that the expense 
and inconvenience of further measures was justified? 

Vehicle speed data was collected prior to the 
scheme progressing. In accordance with the 
20mph policy at the time, if average speeds of 
vehicles are between 24 and 28mph, physical 
traffic calming is required to install a 20mph 
zone.  

5 Resident- 
Objection 

Dear sir/madam my name is [Redacted] I live in [Redacted] and have done so for the last 40 years. I wish to 
object to the speed cushions in Farmcombe road as I think it will be a total waste of public money because the 
original mini roundabouts that you installed didn’t not work so the speed cushions are going to be no different 
in slowing the traffic down they are just another obstacle which does not slow the cars down we will have no 
policing the 20 mile an hour speed limit I suggest double yellow lines alternating on both sides of the road 
chicane style which will allow parking spaces alternating both side of the road with pull in because parking is 
bad at the moment it is just like a narrow corridor to get through making it difficult for emergency vehicles and 
lorries etc to get through we have noticed over the 40 years we have lived here this road is now nothing more 
than a large car park people living in the top end of Farmcombe [towards forest road end] have great difficulty 
getting In and reversing out of the re drives as we have a primary school [Claremont primary] In banner farm 
road this also adds to the traffic chaos at peek times 20 mile an hour signs every junction is going to look 
horrendous please can you explain how anyone can do over 20 mile an hour in Farmcombe close or any of 
the other side roads is a joke. Please if you would do a site visit I would be more than happy to walk round 
with you to explain things mobile number [Redacted]  

There are currently no plans for parking 
restrictions on the estate. Removal of parking 
provision would potentially cause traffic speeds 
to increase. Although speeds on the side roads 
are low, consistent speed limits in an area are 
required, hence the inclusion of these roads in 
the 20mph zone.   

6 Resident- 
Objection 

I would like to object to the proposed plan to put speed cushions in Farmcombe Rd, TunbridgeWells. I have a 
chronic pain condition and avoid travelling on roads with speed cushions as driving over them causes me to 
experience high levels of pain.  
Although there are a few selfish drivers who speed along the road in my experience it’s the amount of cars 
that use the road as a cut through that is the problem, especially during school pickup and drop off times. 
Many parents drive their children to Claremont Primary school and cause congestion where cars are parked 
on both sides of the road. 
I do support having a 20mph limit near the school as it would be of benefit to children crossing roads safely 
and seems to work very well on Claremont Rd. 
 

There are currently no plans for parking 
restrictions on the estate. Removal of parking 
provision would potentially cause traffic speeds 
to increase. No other safety or operational issues 
noted that would conflict with 20mph proposal. 

1 Resident- It sounds ridiculous to me. You crawl up and down most of the roads round here because of parked cars on 
both sides of the road, . A white van has not moved from opposite us in Cavendish Drive for over 3 weeks.  

No safety or operational issues noted that would 
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Unrelated 
comment 

Getting in and out of our drive is a nightmare and visitors often have to park across our drive because the 
road is completely full of people either at work or shopping in the town.  There should be parking restrictions 
before road humps.   
 

conflict with 20mph proposal. 

2 Resident- 
Unrelated 
comment 

As a resident of Banner Farm Estate, Delves Avenue to be precise, I really do not see the need for the above 
as there are so many cars parked either side of Farmcombe Road, you have to drive slowly in case you 
happen to meet another vehicle coming towards you and take evasive action. 
 
Surely it would be far more sensible to stop the parking that occurs on the Banner Farm Estate, especially in 
the residential roads off Farmcombe Road by introducing restrictive parking so that commuters and local 
office staff have to find alternative places to park - even local  authority car parks, hence generating income 
for the local authority.   
 

No safety or operational issues noted that would 
conflict with 20mph proposal. There are currently 
no plans for parking restrictions on the estate. 
Removal of parking provision would potentially 
cause traffic speeds to increase. 

1 Kent police 
- Support 

 Kent Police have no specific observations to make regarding this proposed speed reduction, 

however in general terms we would expect the following: 

      • The application meets the necessary criteria. 

      • We did have a concern regarding the length of Farncombe Road but note that you will be installing 

speed cushions. 

      • The safety of other road users is not compromised by the introduction of these measures. 

Our reference for your proposals is 096/19 

 

2 Resident - 
Support 

We are both strongly in favour of the 20 mph speed limit for the Banner Farm estate and of the speed 

cushions that are due to be installed in Farmcombe Road. 

With pedestrians at risk from speeding traffic including school children going to and from Claremont School, 
these changes are long overdue and we hope that you will do what you can to ensure that these changes are 
introduced over the summer. 

 

3 Resident - 
Support 

Just to say I am in full support of this scheme to slow traffic through the estate to 20mph , we have had a few 

near misses and I lost a dear cat to a driver just outside the school road junction of banner farm . Thank 

goodness it was not a child crossing. 

We have people racing between the pinch points on the road and it will only get worse with the new estate 
being built in Hawkenbury and our roads being used as a cut through to the bottom end of the town. 

 

4 Resident - 
Support 

I am a resident of Delves Avenue Tunbridge Wells and fully support the proposed speed restrictions and the 
installation of speed cushions on the Banner Farm Road Estate. I walk my children to and from the local 
primary school each day and have witnessed daily many vehicles traveling worryingly fast particularly down 
Farmcombe road.  
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 Consultee Summary of consultees’ comments  Project Managers response 

5 Resident - 
Support 

I am writing In support of a 20mph speed limit and speed cushions on the Banner Farm estate in Tunbridge 
Wells.  
 
As a 13 year resident of the estate, we have seen an increasing number of young families relocate here. We 
have also seen many near misses as cars race through the estate, especially at the Claremont Road end and 
are therefore in support of the proposed scheme, principally on the grounds of safety. 

 

6 Resident - 
Support 

I am writing to express my support for the planned implementation of a 20mph zone and speed cushions on 

Farmcombe Road and associated roads. 

As a resident of Farmcombe Road, where a great number of Families with young children live, I have seen a 

growing number of speeding vehicles aggressively accelerating down the Hill art the West end of Farmcombe 

Road. Cars are driving across the mini roundabouts without the slightest pause, mounting pavements at 

speed to reaching speeds way in excess of any reasonable limits given the nature of the area. 

The Road is very heavily used (abused) principally by cars and motor bikes, in addition, larger vehicles speed 

along this road without the slightest sign of caution despite the presence of School Children attending 

Claremont Primary School. 

I feel that this motion is very much needed and long overdue, it is the feeling of the residents that I know, that 

if nothing were done, then it is only a matter of time before a serious incident occurs, I myself see ‘near 

misses’ on a daily basis. 

This is an excellent decision on the councils part and I am sure that the traffic will be calmed as it has been on 

Claremont Road. 

 

7 Resident - 
Support 

I write in support of installing speed calming measures in farmcombe road and surrounding estate. I live at 

[Redacted] farmcombe road and since the introduction of permanent road wide speed humps in warwrick 

park, farmcombe has become the best cut through to the town and opposing side. Whilst i am supportive of 

this i strongly suggest installing the same permanent road wide humps along farmcombe road that wawrick 

park has, at least as this is the main cut through and would achieve the greatest deterent to those trying to 

make the quickest journey through our estate. The other roads whilst they might benefit are really tributries of 

farmcombe and cars making a diversion would need to rejoin farmcombe at some point so the deterent 

remains. 

I really hope you consider this feedback carefully as putting speed cushions in place will not achieve the 

desired result in my mind certainly through the main cut through farmcombe road. Even today, cars swerve 

and go around the mini roundabouts of which we have 3 and at times i have come head on into cars on the 

opposite side of the road. This is not to mention young children having to navigate crossing roads where 
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 Consultee Summary of consultees’ comments  Project Managers response 
drivers have ripped up the rule book and are just playing a game of dodge the bumps.  

Please do consider carefully this proposal as the investment you make will have a more profound and lasting 
long term impact than small cushions. 

8 Resident - 
Support 

I am writing as a resident of Farmcombe Road, Tunbridge Wells, to express full support for the scheme 

(VARIOUS ROADS, THE BOROUGH OF TUNBRIDGE WELLS (20MPH, 30MPH, 40MPH, 50MPH SPEED 

LIMITS AND DERESTRICTED ROADS) AMENDMENT NO.23 ORDER 2019). 

I welcome the initiative to reduce the speed limit on Farmcombe Road and surrounding roads to 20mph, on 

the grounds that it will improve road safety in the area. 

There are large numbers of school children walking about the area to and from Claremont School, ad 30mph 
is simply too fast, I therefore urge you to proceed with the scheme at the earliest opportunity. 

 

9 Resident - 
Support 

I would like to express my strong support for the proposed traffic calming measures on Farmcombe Road and 
nearby roads. A large number of children walk to nearby Claremont School each day, along all the roads 
effected, at the time when traffic is heavy as cars pass on their way to work, school, the station etc. often 
accompanied by pre-school children. The amount of traffic is likely to increase as the houses on the new 
Hawkenbury estate become occupied and they use Farmcombe Road as a short cut into town.  

 

10  We agree to your proposal for 20 mph speed limit in this area, as there are a lot of children/youngsters in this 

area. 

We support this idea. 

 

11 Resident - 
Support 

I am writing to air my support for the amendment, in order to reduce speeds and pollution within residential 

area’s in Tunbridge Wells  

 

 

12 Resident - 
Support 

I am in full support of the scheme below: 

Various Roads the Borough of Tunbridge Wells, 20mph, 30mph ,40mph ,50mph speed limits and de-restricted 

roads Amendment 23 Order 2019. 

It is an excellent idea and will make the primary school children and others in our neighbourhood much safer 
and happier about walking to school independently. It will also help cyclists so reducing traffic congestion, and 
make for a calmer, quieter environment. I can't think why it hasn't been thought of before.  

 

13 Resident - 
Support 

On behalf of 20’s Plenty for Tunbridge Wells and Kent, I am delighted to support the proposal to implement 
20mph on 6 more residential roads in Tunbridge Wells 

 

14 Resident - 
Support 

I am delighted to support the proposal to implement 20mph in the residential roads - Banner Farm Rd, 

Cavendish Drive, Delves Ave, Farmcombe Rd, Farmcombe Close and Sussex Close in Tunbridge Wells. 
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As a cycling instructor I fully support 20 mph to make it safer for people to cycle and walk in these streets. 

15 Resident - 
Support 

I wish to record my support for this proposal. 

My four children went to Claremont Primary school, and I have no doubt that this is a sensible plan to help 

parents and children to get to and from school safely. 

I look forward to the introduction of 20 mph throughout all residential areas. 

 

16 Resident - 
Support 

I wish to support the proposal to implement 20mph on 6 more residential roads in Tunbridge Wells in Banner 
Farm area 

 

17 Resident - 
Support 

On behalf of TWBUG, I offer our full support on the proposal to implement 20mph on 6 more residential roads 

in Hawkenbury, Tunbridge Wells 

 

 

18 Resident - 
Support 

As a Hawkenbury resident, I fully support all of the roads in this scheme becoming 20mph roads.  

This will help make these streets safer & more pleasant to walk in & cycle in. Safer for young children getting 

to the busy Claremont Primary School & safer for residents of all ages who live in or walk/cycle through this 

neighbourhood.  

This is a very welcome development and I hope to see the entire Hawkenbury area change to 20mph speeds 
as soon as possible. 

 

19 Resident - 
Support 

I live on Farmcombe road and fully support these proposals to reduce speeds on this residential road. It will 

make it more livable and safer for those of us who live here. 

 

 

20 Resident - 
Support 

I am writing to express my support for the proposed 20mph speed limit in and around Farmcombe Road in 
Tunbridge Wells. Many children use these streets on the way to Claremont Primary School and they have 
become dangerous due to speeding vehicles. I hope the scheme will in time be expanded to cover other 
areas. 

 

21 Resident - 
Support 

As residents of Farmcombe Road. We are both in support of 20mph and CLEAN AIR zone on the entire 
Banner Farm Estate as detailed in the proposed attachment. 

 

 

22 Resident - 
Support 

We are very much in favour of the 20mph zone/ speed restriction in the Banner farm area. 

 
 

23 Resident - 
Support 

I'd like to put forward my support for this proposal.  
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24 Resident - 
Support 

We live at 101 Farmcombe Road and wholly support the proposed 20mph speed limit for the Estate. 

The road is a busy residential area with a primary school. We have witnessed many people driving well over 

30mph down the road (coming off Forest Road at speed) and I have witnessed an accident where a car left 

the road, travelled out of control down the pavement, taking out the front walls of 3 gardens before ending up 

in the middle of a garden. Luckily the school run had finished and no-one was injured. 

We also support improved parking arrangements preventing people from parking over our driveway access (a 
regular occurrence) and allowing better Emergency Vehicle and Refuse Truck access through the road.  

 

25 Resident - 
Support 

As a resident of Farmcombe Road I am in entire favour of the proposed speed restriction on the estate to 
20mph. The road has become particularly dangerous over recent years with drivers (especially taxis) using 
Farmcombe Road as a speedy cut-through.  
 
However, I would also like the council to pursue permit parking on the entire road in conjunction with this.  
 
We must alleviate the parking congestion, issues it causes with access to our properties, and associated 
dangers to our children crossing the road when going to school, and inability for emergency vehicles to 
sometimes drive up the road.  

 

26 Resident - 
Support 

I fully support this amendment. It will help make these streets safer & more pleasant to walk in & cycle in. 
Safer for young children getting to the busy Claremont Primary School & safer & more pleasant for residents 
of all ages who live in or walk/cycle through this neighbourhood.  

 

27 Resident - 
Support 

As a resident of Farmcombe Road I would like to confirm my support for the proposed speed restrictions to 
make the road safer.  
 
However, I would also like the council to pursue permit parking on the entire road.  
 
Speed restrictions will do nothing to alleviate the parking congestion, issues it causes with access to our 
properties, and associated dangers to our children crossing the road when going to school. 

 

28 Resident - 
Support 

I am writing on behalf of the Culverden Residents Association to support the extension of the 20mph speed 
limit in Claremont Road to the neighbouring streets on the Banner Farm estate which currently take a lot of rat 
running traffic during rush hour periods when they should be quiet residential streets. A 20mph limit should 
have the effect of calming traffic and ultimately deterring some of the traffic which should be on main roads in 
the area. 
 
In Culverden we face similar problems at present and are seeking to have a further 20mph zone established 
to provide part of the solution. Our association covers Culverden Park, Culverden Park Road, Culverden 
Avenue, Reynolds Lane and parts of Culverden Down. We have nearly 90 members  and participate actively 
in the work of the Royal Tunbridge Wells Town Forum. 
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29 Resident - 
Support 

I am in full support of a 20 mph zone on Farmcombe Road as it will make me feel more comfortable walking 
around my neighbourhood with out worrying I’ll be hit by a car. 

 

30 Resident - 
Support 

As a parent of  two young boys on Sussex Close I endorse the speed regulations proposed. 

 
 

31 Resident - 
Support 

Please accept this email as notice of our support for the proposed speed restrictions for the Banner Farm 
estate. 

 

 

32 Resident - 
Support 

I live at 29 Cavendish Drive and would like to register my support for the proposed traffic control system for 

the Banner Farm Estate area of Tunbridge Wells. 

Traffic, both moving and stationary, needs to be controlled, in the interests of the peacefulness of the area, 
the residents' quality of life and the general ecology of Tunbridge Wells. 

 

33 Resident - 
Support 

In response to the proposal to install speed cushions and reduce the speed limit to 20 mph in Farmcombe 
Road and the surrounding area I would like to record my support for the scheme. 
I would however be interested to know how the new speed limit would be monitored and enforced, 

 

34 Resident - 
Support 

We have received information from Banner Farm Residents Association and we have also seen and read the 

KCC Public Notice advocating a 20 MPH on the various roads on the estate. 

The roads on the estate are being used as a “rat run” by many drivers. They are also used as a parking zone 

for many commuters and by AXA, which makes all the roads very crowded and narrow in many places. 

We whole heartedly support this scheme to reduce the speed, which will mean increased safety for parents, 
pedestrians and especially children. 

 

35 Resident - 
Support 

I strongly support the proposal for both speed bumps and a 20 mph speed limit on Farmcombe Road and the 
Banner Farm Estate. 

 

36 Resident - 
Support 

I strongly support the proposal for both speed bumps and a 20 mph speed limit on Farmcombe Road and the 
Banner Farm Estate. 

 

37 Resident - 
Support 

I confirm that I support this. 

 

 

38 Resident - 
Support 

I would like to register my support of the above proposal - for 20 mph speed restrictions to be introduced in: 
 
Banner Farm Rd 
Farmcombe Rd 
Farmcombe Close 
Sussex Close 
Delves Ave 

 



11 
 

 Consultee Summary of consultees’ comments  Project Managers response 
Cavendish Drive 

39 Resident - 
Support 

I am a resident on Farmcombe Road and am very much in support of imposing a 20mph limit and speed 
humps in the area. Cars drive extremely fast along here, especially when there aren’t parked cars on either 
side of the road. They do not slow down at the roundabouts as they are not raised high enough so just drive 
over them. We recently had a cat killed by the impact of a passing car right outside the entrance to our house. 
We have three small children and have put gates on our driveway to prevent them from going into the road as 
the traffic is too fast. Farmcombe Road and Banner Farm Road are also used as a main walkway and 
entrance to Claremont School so this should most certainly have the same 20mph restriction as the 
Claremont Road entrance.  

 

 

40 Resident - 
Support 

Sir, I am emailing in support of proposals to introduce 20mph speed limits on various roads in Tunbridge 

Wells. 

I am a cyclist and reluctant driver, and in full support of all actions to encourage cycling by making roads more 
user-friendly. My only reservation is the likelihood of realistic enforcement with the reduction in police 
oversight. Many drivers now set their own rules, and speed limits exist in name only. Until this free-for-all is 
addressed I do not foresee a huge increase in cycling. Who would let their children cycle on the road, as I did 
from the age of seven, under present conditions? Many drivers seem to view cyclists as an obstruction to their 
right to a race track.  

 

41 Resident - 
Support 

I very much agree that a 20 mph restriction should be implemented as both Farmcombe Road and Delves 
Avenue residents have witnessed cars with speeds far in excess of 35/40 mph in some cases.  

 

 

42 Resident - 
Support 

I live at 56 Cavendish Drive, Tunbridge Wells TN25DY and write regarding the proposed implementation of a 
20mph speed zone. I am fully supportive of this proposal and believe it will bring the speed limit to a more 
appropriate level given it’s a residential area, close to a school, has parks and playgrounds near by and the 
roads are narrow. 

 

43 Resident - 
Support 

We would like to register our total support for the proposed introduction of a 20mph speed zone throughout 

the Banner Farm Estate, Tunbridge Wells. 

In recent months, we have become very aware of increasing traffic flows through the estate as workers and 

commuters endeavour to find short-cuts to their place of work, or the railway station. Similarly, kerb-side 

parking in the estate has reached saturation point as car owners seek to avoid paying the increased rates for 

parking in the town. The situation is compounded by the omnipresent builders parking their vans and large 

delivery vehicles, together with parents bringing their children into the estate by car. This results in the entire 

road system often becoming grid-locked, particularly at peak times.  

Apart from the need to ensure the safety of pedestrians attempting to negotiate this daily log-jam, it is 

increasingly difficult and dangerous for everyone to simply drive through the estate and reach their houses. 
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The speed of the traffic and the parking problems have certainly had a significant impact on the quality of 

residents’ lives and this is likely to deteriorate even further with the building of additional housing in 

Hawkenbury and Benhall Mill Road. 

Whilst we recognise that the introduction of a 20mph zone alone will not resolve all these issues, we do 
believe that if it was combined with the installation of speed bumps and the issuing of parking permits, the 
Banner Farm Estate might become a safer and more pleasant place to live in the future.  

44 Resident - 
Support 

Regarding the attached public consultation into a 20mph zone for the Banner Farm Estate, I want to express 

my huge support for both the speed cushions and 20mph restriction. 

On a separate note, I also support restricting parking on the Forest Rd end of Farmcombe Rd. It’s scary that 
emergency vehicles cannot sometimes pass due to it being too narrow with cars parked in both sides. 

 

45 Resident - 
Support 

I support the proposal to reduce the speed limit to 20mph on Farmcombe Road, TN2 5DQ 
 

46 Resident - 
Support 

I wish to express support for 20 speed limit in the Banner Farm Estate as the excessive speed seen 

especially on Farmcombe Road poses risk to children (and adults) at Claremont Primary and around the 
neighbourhood. 

 

47 Resident - 
Support 

I am writing to add my support for the proposals regarding the installation of speed cushions and the creation 

of a 20mph zone on the residential streets which commonly make up the Banner Farm Estate in Tunbridge 

Wells. These roads include Farmcombe Road, Delves Avenue, Cavendish Drive, Farmcombe Close, Sussex 

Close and Banner Farm Road, TN2. 

I wish to lodge strong support for this scheme. The key reason for my support is that I believe that the 

reduction in speed along these roads, particularly Farmcombe Road and Banner Farm Road, will go a long 

way to protecting the 500 young children who attend Claremont Primary School (whose main entrance is sited 

at the top of Banner Farm Road). The estate is also home to many elderly residents who are also particularly 

vulnerable to speeding motorists. The estate itself consists of over 300 houses and due to its proximity to 

Claremont Primary school, many families with young children choose to live here. Also, some of the original 

owners of the houses still live on the estate and are now in their late 80s/early 90s.  

Although I recognise that reducing the speed limit along these roads may well add a small amount of time on 
to people’s journeys, I believe that the significant benefits to 2 vulnerable groups of people far outweigh any 
added time.  

 

48 Resident - 
Support 

We are in favor of the proposals for 20mph zones for the Banner Farm estate. 

 
 

49 Resident - 
Support 

I fully support this proposal to reduce speeds to 20mph the Banner Farm Estate including Farmcombe Road 

and all the roads leading onto it as listed in the Deposit Document . 
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This is a residential area which already has a 20 mph zone close to Claremont School. To encompass the 

whole residential area in which the primary age children live would greatly benefit their ability to walk and 

cycle safely to school and to play in their local streets. 

I understand that residents would welcome this proposal and I support their ambitions to reduce speeds and 
create safer roads to enable more walking and cycling where they live 

50 Resident - 
Support 

It has been bought to my attention that there is currently a consultation to consider a speed reduction system 

within the Banner Farm Estate, Tunbridge Wells. I understand this covers the area of Farmcombe 

Road/Farmcombe Close/Delves Avenue/Banner Farm Road/Cavendish Drive/Sussex Close and will involve 

the installation of speed cushions on Farmcombe Road, and 20mph zoning across the whole estate.  

On behalf of Claremont Primary School, I would like to share my support in favour of the proposed scheme 

within the community of our school, and share our reasons below.  

Last year, I created a working party- The Travel Team. They worked to update our Travel to School Plan 

alongside KCC guidance. This group involved all stakeholders and surveys were carried out robustly within 

our community. We met with Highways KCC, and Catherine Rankin MP for support. Our school is at the top of 

Banner Farm Road; this road is frequently congested at drop off and pick up times. Traffic spills out on to 

Farmcombe road which is already heavily populated with residents parking, and at one end of the road 

commuters’ parking.  

Our ongoing issues are that the majority of our pupils walk, cycle or scoot to school from within the Banner 

Farm Road- this presents two dangers for them: 

1. Drivers use Farmcombe Road as a cut through to get to town- vehicles often travel faster than 30, 
avoid going around the roundabouts and get frustrated with parked vehicles of residents.  

2. Children and their families find crossing the road at various points of Farmcombe Road and Banner 
Farm Road hazardous because of the speed of some drivers and the limited vision due to parked 
cars.  
 

As a school, we regularly receive many calls and emails from frustrated parents - some who take photos but 

our responsibility is limited and our parents often feel we are not addressing the issues.  

It is essential that we maintain the safety of the children and families who live within our community. I believe 
the proposed scheme would support this. 

 

51 Resident - 
Support 

I agree with the proposals to implement 20mph speed limit in this area. 
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52 Resident - 
Support 

As the resident and owner of 13 Farmcombe Road, and father of two children aged 7 and 2 and also owner of 

a dog, I absolutely back the campaign for speed restrictions on Farmcombe Road and some type of speed 

cushions – particularly to slow downward traffic from the top of the Claremont Road-Farmcombe Road 

junction and around the bend. 

We are at top of the road by the hill (so heading towards Claremont Road) and it has become increasingly 

dangerous since I’ve been here (February 2017, although TW resident since 2009). Anecdotally the previous 

resident of 15 Farmcombe Road, Fran Leeds who now lives on Delves Ave since last year, said “the road 

amyhas gotten worse in the past 4 years, ever since drivers realised [Farmcombe] can be used as a cut-

through”. 

One issue is that cars gather speed as the come down the hill and around the bend – but are soon faced with 

parking on the right-hand side of the road and oncoming traffic. In this regard I have witnessed on 3 occasions 

cars mounting the pavement to try and get around the oncoming traffic, causing a dangerous scenario for 

pedestrians and drivers. 

Worse still, the only indicator is a very faded ‘SLOW’ painted the road as you travel down the hill.  

I certainly think a 20mph restriction along the entire Farmcombe Road will help. I also think traffic-calming 

measures like those proposed will also hinder the ability of drivers to speed or gain any meaningful 

momentum.  

Please contact me for any further information or if you would like to discuss with me my experiences. It’s such 
a nice residential road with many families and also elderly residents and I can’t think WHY anyone would be 
against a 20mph limit and those measures proposed.  

 

53 Resident - 
Support 

Regarding the proposed speed cushions for Farmcombe Road, Banner Farm, and surrounding roads as 

notified in the attached photograph, I and my household entirely support the proposed speed cushions and 

speed restrictions. 

We have two young children at Claremont Primary School, and we, alongside hundreds of other families, feel 

there is considerable risk to the hundreds of children on their way to and from the school from speeding 

vehicles.  

Therefore we fully support the proposal. 

 

54 Resident - 
Support 

As per the recent residents survey, I would like to confirm that our household (2 adults, 1 child) are in favour 
of the 20mph regulations being imposed around the Banner Farm Estate 
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55 Resident - 
Support 

I am hugely in favour of speed humps and a 20mph zone in Farmcombe Road, Tunbridge Wells. In the 20+ 

years we have lived on the estate (Cavendish Drive & Delves Avenue) the traffic has increased hugely, with 

cars – and especially the white minicabs – using it as a crazy-fast rat run to get to the Hawkenbury-end of 

town. I believe the mini roundabouts were introduced to slow things down but many cars just go straight 

across – many don’t even realise it is a roundabout as they are going so fast! 

There are lots of families with young children on the estate and it is only a matter of time – if nothing is done – 

before something terrible happens. With a substantial primary school also on the Estate the 20mph zone and 

speed humps cannot come quick enough in my opinion.  

In addition there are many elderly who struggle to cross with traffic going at such crazy speeds and so 
anything that can be done to slow traffic or reduce it- hopefully the speed humps will deter the taxis altogether 
– can help make Farmcombe Road a safer place to live and to go to school.  

 

56 Resident - 
Support 

I wish to confirm my support for the implementation of a 20mph speed limit on the Banner Farm estate and 
the installation of speed cushions on Farmcombe Road. 
 
I am sure it will make the whole estate safer. As a governor at Claremont Primary School, I know this news 
will also be welcomed by the school, which has had concerns for some time about road safety for the children. 

 

 

57 Resident - 
Support 

I support the plan to have a 20mph speed limit on Farmcombe Rd and the surrounding roads, and to install 

speed cushions on Farmcombe Rd. This change would be of huge benefit to the residents and visitors to the 

Banner Farm Estate.  

Thank you for making our streets safer!  

 

58 Resident - 
Support 

We (myself and Nicola Matthias) live on Delves Avenue, off Farmcombe Road, and would like to express our 
100% commitment to supporting speed cushions on farmcombe road, what with the amount of times we have 
been walking our dogs, and/or our baby in a pushchair/pram and witnessed excessive speeding and terrible 
driving on numerous occasions. 

 

59 Resident - 
Support 

We at No 11 Cavendish Drive are emailing you to give full support to the proposals of restricting the speed 

limit on The Banner Farm Estate (see roads below) and for speed bumps in salient places on Farmcombe 

Road. 

Farmcombe Road is used as a "race track" by many and there have already been two accidents in the past 

couple of years .....it is time to put a stop to this before someone is badly injured or killed. Children frequently 

walk along Farmcombe Road and other surrounding roads to and from Claremont School and are in danger 

from racing cars up and down Farmcombe Road - particular at the two ends of Farmcombe Road - to and 

from the junction with Forrest Road and to and from the junction from Claremont Road...where many of our 
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neighbours a nd we have had near misses with speeding on-coming traffic. 

Please do not wait until someone is injured or killed before implementing these changes as soon as possible. 
60 Resident - 

Support 

We very much support the proposal for 20 mph speed limits on the Banner Farm Estate. At present people 
often drive down Farmcombe Road at a much higher speed than the present 30mph limit and parking on both 
sides of the road makes this even more dangerous. 

 

61 Resident - 
Support 

We are writing in support of the 20mph speed limit –proposed on the Banner Farm Estate, Tunbridge Wells, 

however we would object to the proposed speed cushions on Farmcombe Road. If these are to be pursued, 

we think a more holistic approach needs to be taken, including Farmcombe Road, Delves Avenue and 

Cavendish Drive as the effect of the proposed speed cushions on Farmcombe Road will be to encourage 

drivers to use Delves Avenue / Cavendish Drive instead in order to avoid them, thus simply shifting the 

problem.  

We think the proposed speed cushions are, however, a distraction from the main issue in the area which is 

on-street parking associated with people working in the town and at AXA in Hawkenbury. This has become a 

real issue across the whole estate, in particular along Farmcombe Road, Delves Avenue and Cavendish 

Drive, and needs to be urgently addressed. With respect, we would suggest that this is given higher priority 

than the proposed speed cushions and many residents would welcome an estate-wide residents’ parking 

scheme comprising Farmcombe Road, Delves Avenue, Cavendish Drive and the surrounding estate roads.  

We trust our comments will be given due consideration and would welcome further updates in relation to the 
issues raised.  

 

62 Resident - 
Support 

I would like to express my strong support for the introduction of a 20mph zone. Living on Farmcombe Road 

towards the Forest Road end, I witness speeding cars on a daily basis.  

As a member of the BFRA (the local residents association) we conducted a recent survey. 104 out of 119 

residents who responded supported the scheme. Hopefully your responses back this up. 98% of those that 

responded supported a 20mph zone, with objections mainly with regard to the installation of speed cushions. 

While it would be good for the council to look at all alternatives with regard to restricting the speed of vehicles, 

it is most important that we have an effective 20mph zone. We have a large primary school, where the side 

entrance empties onto a 20mph zone and the main entrance is a 30-mph zone. We also have a significant 

number of elderly residents who find crossing the road difficult with the speed of the traffic. 

I hear people say that cars don’t speed.They clearly do. I witness it and the data backs me up. In fact, speed 

cushions are only needed because cars do speed – averaging 28mph. I’ve witnessed cars driving too fast on 

a daily basis. I personally witnessed the aftermath of a major crash, a couple of months ago, by a speeding 

car at the top end of Farmcombe Road. My neighbour's daughter-in-law was in floods of tears in shock at a 

very near miss involving her husband and children and two other residents narrowly escaped serious injury or 
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worse as the car mounted the pavement before ploughing into two other cars.  

The question is, does the council wait until someone is killed to do something and for residents to say “I told 
you so”? Now we have the chance – let’s take it! Look at any complaints that you may receive. Can you 
honestly say they are more important than the safety of residents both young and old? Or do they perhaps 
sound somewhat trivial in comparison… 

63 Resident - 
Support 

I'm writing to add the support of my household to the proposals for speed bumps along the entire length of 

Farmcombe Road and for a 20 mph speed limit to be put in place for the entire Banner Farm estate. 

As a residents of Farmcombe Road for some 14 years and for the last six months resident on Delves Avenue 

- we have been increasingly concerned by the volume and speed of traffic on the estate. In particular cars 

race down Farmcombe Road using it as a cut through and often mount the pavement when they don't want to 

wait to let another car pass. This is particularly dangerous due to the large number of families with small 

children who live in the area and those children travelling to and from Claremont Primary School. The children 

often can't be seen due to parked cars around the estate (another issue which we hope you will be addressing 

in the near future) and its a wonder there haven't been more accidents.  

With the housing estate being built at Hawkenbury comprising some 200+ houses likely to have at least two 

cars per household - we expect traffic through the estate to increase further and welcome any measure to 

help with traffic calming. 

We look forward to the traffic calming measures being put in place and hope to hear from you in the near 
future regarding parking issues on the estate. 

 

64 Resident - 
support 

We strongly support this proposal. In addition, we would like ti noted that we believe that other roads in close 

proximity also need traffic calming measures and a reduced speed limit to 20mph. These include Prosect 

Road, Grove Hill, Camden Hill. Claremont Road is already a 20mph zone but in our view improved signage 

and dspeed deterrents are required. All are close to Claremont Primary school and have narrow pavements. 

Prospect Road / Grove Hill is a busy route in Tunbridge Wells town centre and is used by a range of vehicles 

including buses (out of service) and HGVs. Too often vehicles mount the pavements on Prospect Road and 

Grove Hill. Additionally, the narrow pavements are extremely hazardous with vehicles travelling at high 

speeds.  

Alternatively, we would favour the whole town being reduced to a 20mph zone. Many London boroughs have 
done this successfully!!  

 

 


